PREFATORY MEMOIR

WHEN the University Court decided to include Dr.
Soutar's Mature in Greek Poetry among their St.
Andrews University Publications, they asked me
to preface it with a short memoir of the author. It
was a request that I could not refuse after sixty-five
years of unbroken friendship, however unequal I
felt to the task.

George Soutar was born on 28th December 1864,
at East Leys of Dun, a small farm on the Braes of
Angus of which his father, another George Soutar,
was at that time tenant. He was the younger of two
brothers. Their father, I believe, was a new-comer
to the district, but their mother, Susan Nicol, came
of a family long connected with Dun, so that George
had his roots struck very deep in that soil And he
had a faithful memory: that nook of earth, in
Horatian phrase, smiled on him beyond all others
to the end of his days: he seldom let a summer pass
without a visit to Dun, Later in life a common love
of Dun brought him the friendship of Violet Jacob,
a daughter of the historic house of Erskine, who has
found her best inspiration in the Braes of Angus and
the Howe o' the Mearns. 'When I next came to
Scotland,3 Mrs. Jacob writes, cwe met and spent an
unforgettable afternoon sharing our recollections.
The Den of Dun had been a very land of romance
to us both, and we went over in memory the bits of
it we had loved, or feared, or peopled with the
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